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Message from the Co-Directors 
 

Joanne Schroeder, Director of Partnerships and Community Engagement 

Nicole Vaugeois, Director of Advancement and Strategic Initiatives 
 

The World Leisure Center of Excellence had another very productive year of 

activity.  We kicked off the year by sending a contingent of Faculty and students to 

attend the World Leisure Congress in Mobile, Alabama where we networked with 

the other Centers of Excellence, presented a report to the WLO Board, gave 

numerous presentations and engaged in the first WLCE fieldschool. Launched in 

2014-15, the WLCE joined forces with another World Leisure Centers of Excellence 

at BREDA (Netherlands) to host a successful international field trip in Mobile 

Alabama where they learned about City revitalization through leisure.   

Sharing knowledge on innovation and sustainability is the central focus of the 

WLCE at VIU.  We were able to bring in five international visiting scholars to 

interact with our students, faculty and community including Dr. Kiran Shinde 

(India), Dr. David Weaver (Australia), Dr. Jarkko Saarinen (Finland), Dr. Karla 

Henderson (USA), and Dr. Jerome Singleton (Canada).   These scholars, combined 

with a number of speakers at our innovation infusion events, shared expertise on 

a wide range of topics related to leisure and sustainability.   

Our Master of Arts in Sustainable Leisure Management was fully subscribed once 

again with students from around the world.  These students were exposed to our 

visiting scholars and engaged in field trips in the Vancouver Coast region where 

they learned about a range of sustainability issues and projects underway in mid 

and large cities.  We were also able to celebrate the new knowledge gained by a 

number of our students in successful thesis presentation events and at 

convocation. 

To date, the Centre has successfully met the goals of our prior strategic plans with 

very limited resources. Now that the Centre is established, well known, and networked internationally, we are ready 

to set our sights on larger and more complex activities to expand the reach and impact of our work.  To that end, we 

are grateful that Dr. Dave Twynam, Dean of the Faculty of Management has provided some support to enable Joanne 

to work on the Centre activity this year, and once again would like to thank the Campus Career Centre VIU Work 

Opportunities fund for supporting our Research Assistants. We will begin the development of a 3 year strategic plan 

and then seek resources to enable us to achieve new initiatives. 

In 2015-2016, we look forward to planning new initiatives such as the sustainability learning series and the solutions 

series. These initiatives will further our education and service mandate allowing more people to become exposed to 

the themes of the Center and to engage with our faculty, students and community partners. Strengthened community 

engagement and enhanced strategic partnerships will drive the work of the Centre into the next year and we look 

forward to doing that with our students, our visiting scholars, the WLO and the collaboration with other Centers of 

Excellence around the globe.    
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About the Centre  
The World Leisure Center of Excellence in Sustainability and 

Innovation in Leisure brings together established and emerging 

scholars from around the globe to share innovative ideas, engage in 

dialogue and collaborate in research and teachingò. 

On September 15th, 2009, aΟpartnership was createdΟbetween the 

World LeisureΟOrganization and VancouverΟIsland University 

(VIU) toΟestablish a Centre of ExcellenceΟwith a focus on innovation 

andΟsustainability in leisureΟmanagement. The WLOΟdefinition 

identifies a Centre ofΟExcellence (COE) as anΟinternational post-

graduateΟprogram with research andΟservice elements and theΟ

agreement states visiting scholars as an integral part of the program. 

The work of the Center includes:  

1. Creation of a network of scholars from academic, government, and 

practice to form a community of practice that engages in dialogue on 

sustainability and innovation in leisure;  

2. Collaborative scholarship on sustainability and innovation in 

leisure including research projects, learn abroad opportunities, and 

interactive media;  

3. Delivery of a Masters degree in Sustainable Leisure Management 

at Vancouver Island University where emerging scholars learn about 

the core thematic areas of the Center while engaging in dialogue with 

partners within the network.  

 

 

 

 

The core themes of the Center 

include:  

Sustainability  

Questioning the relationship between 

leisure and sustainability, 

determining the level of 

sustainability of the leisure industry 

and inviting and monitoring new 

models and approaches to enhance 

sustainability.  

Innovation  

Rethinking the systems and 

structures that have evolved across 

the globe, creating a culture of 

innovation where new ideas emerge 

and flourish, and measuring the 

impact of innovation on 

sustainability efforts.  

The Centre invites engagement from 

scholars, students and practitioners to 

explore these themes further in 

research, service or teaching.  

WLCE Committee members:  

Nicole Vaugeois, Joanne Schroeder, 

Suzanne de la Barre, Grant Murray, 

Ken Hammer, Aggie Weighill  

More information on:  

www.worldleisureviu.org  
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Our Education Initiatives 
 

Master of Arts in Sustainable Leisure Management 
 

Update from Dr. Aggie Weighill, Chair and Graduate Coordinator 

The Master of Arts in Sustainable Leisure Management (MASLM) 

program continues to thrive and evolve at VIU. We have continued our 

efforts to promote the program domestically and internationally ï 

resulting in a 2015 cohort that includes 20 international students (from 6 

different countries) and 5 domestic students. These efforts will continue 

with a particular focus on the Americas and the African continent.  

The only major change that we have already made to the program is 

increasing the time to completion form 16 months to two years. However, 

we are excited to be moving additional program changes through our 

internal approval systems that (if approved) will allow us to offer a 

credential to students who are successful in coursework but not at 

completing a thesis. The proposed changes will also help to ensure that 

we are providing a rigorous graduate level education with graduates that 

are strong ambassadors of VIU and World Leisure. 

During completion of the program, students:  

¶ acquire a broad interdisciplinary knowledge of concepts, models and issues relating to the field of leisure; Ο 

¶ analyze sustainability issues by integrating social, environmental and economic perspectives; Ο 

¶ develop and critique policies and practices that advance sustainability goals; Ο 

¶ apply strategies to influence change and innovation at the community, regional, national and international Οlevels;  

¶ conduct applied research on specific leisure, innovation, and sustainability topics; Ο 

¶ develop capacity to actively engage in knowledge creation and mobilization approaches and strategies; Ο 

¶ engage with diverse stakeholders on complex leisure and sustainability issues; and, Ο 

¶ formulate a personal and professional commitment to strategic and innovative leadership practices in sustainable leisure 

services. Ο 

Sustainable Leisure Management: 
Graduate Cohort ς 2014-2015 
Shobhit Bajaj, Rio Bates, Lakshit Bhanot, Seif 

Borgi, Avneesh Desai, Huazhao Haung, 

Wenziao Jia, Harpreet Kaur, Ying Ma, Dany 

Manuel, Sabyasachi Sahoo, Viraj Shreyakar, 

Jeff Wahl, Haina Wan, Hugh Weir, David 

Woodward, Jiatan Wu, Xiao Xie, Zhen Xie, 

Xiaoli Yan, Lingfei Yu, Boxin Zhao, Yunjian 

Zhong. 

  

THE MASTER OF ARTS IN SUSTAINABLE 

LEISURE MANAGEMENT AT 

VANCOUVER ISLAND UNIVERSITY IS 

ENTERING ITS FIFTH YEAR OF THE 

GRADUATE DEGREE. THE PROGRAM 

HAS PROVEN TO BE ATTRACTIVE TO 

STUDENTS WITH AN ENROLLMENT OF 

25 STUDENTS IN 2014-15. IN 

CONJUNCTION WITH THE WORLD 

LEISURE ORGANIZATION THIS 

PROGRAM INSPIRES A GLOBAL 

LEARNING ENVIRONMENT AS WELL AS 

INSTRUCTION FROM INTERNATIONAL 

SCHOLARS AND VIU FACULTY. 
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Innovation Infusion Events 

Dr. Kiran Shinde, Bharati Vidyapeeth University, India 
Visited VIU September 16-28, 2014 

Dr. Kiran A. Shinde works as Principal of Bharati Vidyapeeth University College of 

Architecture, Pune, India. He holds a Ph.D. from Monash University, Australia and has 

obtained two Masters Degrees: one in Urban Management from Asian Institute of 

Technology, Thailand and one in Urban Planning from CEPT University, India. He has 

worked in multidisciplinary areas and taught at several institutions in Australia, Thailand, 

Cambodia and India.   

His research interests include spatiality of tourism, urban planning, and cultural heritage. 

Besides authoring a book, he has published over 30 scholarly papers on various aspects 

related to religious tourism, sacred landscapes, and environmental issues in pilgrimage 

sites. He has been invited to speak at conferences in Turkey, Australia, Portugal, Singapore, 

the UK and US. His research papers are published in refereed journals including 

GeoForum, Space and Culture, Current Issues in Tourism, International Journal of Tourism 

Research, Event Management, Tourism and Hospitality: Planning and Development and in edited books published by 

Elsevier and Cambridge. Currently he is investigating urban planning in six pilgrimage sites in the state of Maharashtra in 

India. 

 

Dr. David Weaver, Griffith University, Australia 
Visited VIU December 3-16, 2014 

 

David Weaver is Professor of Tourism Research at Griffith University, Australia, and has 

published more than 120 journal articles, book chapters and books. He maintains an active 

research agenda in sustainable destination management, ecotourism, and resident 

perceptions of tourism. Current projects include the articulation of óenlightened mass 

tourismô as an outcome of asymmetrical synthesis between mass and alternative tourism.  

Professor Weaver has contributed extensively to leading journals such as Annals of 

Tourism Research, Tourism Management, Journal of Travel Research and Journal of 

Sustainable Tourism. His other widely adopted textbooks include Ecotourism (Wiley 

Australia), Encyclopedia of Ecotourism (CABI), and Sustainable Tourism: Theory and 

Practice (Taylor & Francis). He is a Fellow of the International Academy for the Study of 

Tourism and has delivered numerous invited keynote addresses around the world on 

innovative tourism topics.  Dave is a dual Canadian-Australian citizen and has conducted 

research in Australia, Canada, the Caribbean and elsewhere. 

THE INNOVATION INFUSION SERIES BRINGS TOGETHER STUDENTS AND FACULTY TO   LEARN 

ABOUT INNOVATIVE IDEAS RELATED TO LEISURE AND SUSTAINABILITY. 
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Dr. Jarkko Saarinen, University of Oulu, Finland 
Visited VIU January 17-31, 2015 

Jarkko Saarinen is Professor of Human Geography (2003), at the University of Oulu, 

Finland, and Senior Research Fellow (2011) at the School of Tourism and Hospitality, 

University of Johannesburg. Previously he has been Professor of Tourism at the University 

of Botswana, Associate Professor of Nature-Based Tourism at the University of 

Lapland/Finnish Forest Research Institute and Director of a National Park in Lapland.   

He is currently the Vice-President of the International Geographical Union (IGU) and 

Associate Editor in the Journal of Ecotourism and serves several editorial boards. In 2013 

he received Association of American Geographerôs (AAG) Roy Wolfe Award. His recent 

publications include books: Nordic Tourism (2009, with Hall and Muller), Sustainable 

Tourism in Southern Africa (2009, co-edited with Becker, Manwa and Wilson), Tourism and Change in the Polar Regions 

(2010, co-edited with Hall) and Tourism and Millennium Development Goals (2012, co-edited with Rogerson and Manwa). 

 

Dr. Karla Henderson, North Carolina State University, USA 
Visited VIU February 23-March 6, 2015 

Karla A. Henderson is Professor in the Department of Parks, Recreation, and Tourism 

Management at North Carolina State University. She has given presentations throughout 

North America, South American, Africa, Europe, Asia, and Australia, and publishes 

regularly in journals in the field. The topics of research are women and leisure, health and 

physical activity, youth development and organized camps, aging well, and curriculum 

development. She was co-editor of Leisure Sciences for seven years.  

Dr. Henderson has served as president of the Society of Park and Recreation Educators; 

American Alliance of Health, Physical Education, Recreation, and Dance Research 

Consortium; and Academy of Leisure Sciences. She has served on state, national, and 

international boards and is a member of the Academy of Leisure Sciences, American 

Academy of Parks and Recreation Administrators, and the World Leisure Academy. Dr. 

Henderson was awarded an honorary Doctor of Science degree from the University of 

Waterloo in Ontario, Canada. 

 

Dr. Jerome Singleton, Dalhousie University, Canada 
Jerome F. Singleton, PhD, CTRS is a professor in the Recreation and Leisure studies 

department in the School of Health and Human Performance at Dalhousie University.  He 

graduated from the University of Waterloo with a Bachelor of Recreation honours degree 

then completed his Masters of Science degree in Recreation at Pennsylvania State 

University and his PhD in Leisure Studies at the University of Maryland. He also 

completed the academic requirements for a Doctorate Certificate in Gerontology at the 

University of Maryland.  

Currently Dr. Singleton teaches courses in the area of Therapeutic Recreation and Aging at 

Dalhousie University.  He was made a Fellow of the World Demographic Association in 

2006 and was named Canadian Therapeutic Recreation Association Professional of the 

Year in 2007. Dr. Singleton is currently a Research Associate with the Dalhousie European 

Center of Excellence and his research is focused in the area of Leisure and Aging.  
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Dr. Moniek Hover, NHTV University for Higher Education, Netherlands 
Dr. Moniek Hover is Professor in Storytelling at NHTV University for Higher Education 

(Breda, the Netherlands), where she teaches in the applied and the academic bachelor and 

master programs in the field of leisure and tourism.  At NHTV she leads the research 

program line of storytelling, leisure experience and consumer behavior. Moniek received 

her Ph.D. in 2013 for an embedded case study of ñThe Efteling as a óNarratorô of Fairy 

Talesò. Since 2009, together with the Creative Director of the Efteling, she leads the 

Efteling Academy, a unique talent development program for students in the field of 

storytelling, brand development and performance. With multidisciplinary NHTV teams, 

she provides storytelling-based consulting projects in the field of leisure and tourism.  Her 

projects involve experience concepts and events related to the international Van Gogh year 

in 2015 and to the commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the painter Jheronimus 

Boschôs death in 2016. 

In her presentation, Dr. Hover discussed storytelling (as a human phenomenon) and the 

role it plays in bringing about meaningful (leisure) experiences. Outcomes of research into the experience of visitors of the 

Anne Frank House in Amsterdam in relation to the various applications of (implicit and explicit) storytelling were presented. 

Dr. Rob Abbott, BC Ministry of Environment 
Rob Abbott is the first-ever Executive Director of Business Strategy for the Ministry of 

Environment, in British Columbia.  Previously, he was Executive Director of Carbon 

Neutral Government and Outreach with the Province of B.C.ôs Climate Action Secretariat. 

In this latter role, he led the Provincial Governmentôs efforts to innovate in the design and 

delivery of services to progressively reduce greenhouse gas emissions and leverage the 

learning and expertise that flows from that work into the wider economy.  He also oversaw 

provincial stakeholder engagement and local government activities related to climate 

action, notably the Climate Action Charter. 

Rob is committed to new forms of stakeholder identification and engagement - dialogue, 

deliberation and the co-creation of solutions that go far beyond the normal "announce and 

defend" style too common in natural resource decisions.  Done well, he believes this can 

change the operational and competitive space within which decisions at the heart of the 

energy/environment/economy nexus are made. An increasingly large focus of Robôs work 

is the way in which trust (self-trust, relationship trust and organizational trust) must be 

created to enable the collaboration that will create and accelerate the ideas that can 

transform our communities and society.   

Sustainability Learning Series 
The WLCE is expanding its education and service 

mandate by introducing a new sustainability learning 

series. This series offers the experience to explore 

sustainability innovation within communities using 

field based learning.  Whether it is learning about 

aboriginal tourism innovators, active transportation and 

trail networks, healthy and active aging or resilience 

initiatives in island regions ï the learning series aims to 

bring together practitioners, students and academics to 

learn together ï in places.  Learn more about these and 

how to get involved in 2016. 
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Solution Series Labs: A Success Story  
Changing the Conversation was the theme of four community engaged Solution Series Labs that took place this past year 

in Nanaimo under the World Leisure Centre of Excellence.  Over 120 participants were involved in conversation that 

challenged the current status quo when it came to complex social issues that required inter disciplinary approaches and 

expertise to look at leisure based solutions.  Practitioners from the private, public and not for profit sector participated as 

well as educators and both under graduate and graduate students.  

Four Solution Series Labs   

1.) Accessing Leisure Access in Aquatics: City of Nanaimo Aquatic staff and Management 

2.) A Framework for Recreation 2015: City of Nanaimo Program Coordinators and Directors, Health Advocacy 

professionals and member from youth advocacy organizations 

3.) Tourism Product Development and Recreation Opportunities: Tourism and Recreation Professionals (representing all 

sectors) graduate and undergraduate students.  This was a two session workshop. 

Plans are currently in place to carry on the conversation through Innovation Labs with stratACTION plans to emerge for 

2015/16.   

For more information contact Joanne Schroeder joanne.schroeder@viu.ca 

SLM Students as Change Agents ς Select Field Experiences 
 

Michele Greene ς Office of Environment and 
Sustainability at VIU 
Michele Greene did her field experience with the Office 

of Environment and Sustainability at Vancouver Island 

University.  She developed an info graphic to 

communicate her learning and what she plans to do with 

her new knowledge. Michelle was involved in a number 

of initiatives on campus ranging from webinars on 

recycling, finding sustainability practices for the 

newsletter, doing demonstrations on a hand crank 

smoothie to curating sustainability events in Nanaimo.  

  

In the SLM program, students are provided 

with the opportunity to apply themselves in 

field based situations to deepen their 

learning. These experiences vary widely 

from attending international conferences, 

study tours, to doing internship with 

international organizations and more.  

 

mailto:joanne.schroeder@viu.ca
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Inaugural Field School, Mobile, Alabama, USA  
 

THEME:  BUILDING A LIVEABLE CITY THROUGH LEISURE: A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE 

The World Leisure Centers of Excellence (WLCE) are organized as international graduate programs with research and service elements 

supporting their education mandate. Such centers provide a unique opportunity for graduate students from throughout the world and 

leisure educators, researchers and professionals to come together at one venue during the World Leisure Congresses to participate in 

and/or contribute to the offering of a field school. There are currently four WLCE: Arizona State University (USA), Vancouver Island 

University (Canada), NHTV Breda University (Netherlands) and Deusto University (Spain).  

 

From September 6-13th, 2014, 8 students from Vancouver 

Island University, Canada and NHTV Breda University, 

Netherlands participated in the inaugural fieldschool for the 

WLCEôs for credit at their own institutions. The students 

engaged in a case study to critically examine the conditions 

and opportunities for downtown leisure revitalization in 

order to revitalize the downtown area of Mobile Alabama 

and the role of individuals as well as public, private 

(entrepreneurship, small business development), and non-

profit institutions. Using multiple disciplinary insights of 

leisure studies and related study areas (e.g. sustainable urban 

development, sustainable transport, city and community 

development, quality of life) and relying on  various 

international backgrounds and knowledge, students 

investigated to what extent Mobile offered the right 

conditions for meaningful leisure experiences and social 

interaction for a mix of generations, and which opportunities and improvements might stimulate spaces and places to actually function 

as central urban meeting areas.  

Photo: Students involved in the Mobile, Alabama fieldschool and young peoples 

book on leisure 

Learning in the Vancouver Island Region 
 

The MA program engages students in numerous field based learning opportunities.  In 

2014, the Case Studies in Sustainability course focused on innovative sustainability 

practices in mid-sized cities where 26 students visited Courtenay, Port Alberni, Duncan 

and Victoria for a week in November. Accompanied by Nicole 

Vaugeois, Pete Parker, Monica Shore and Laurel Sliskovic, the group 

engaged with a wide range of organizations including heritage sites 

ÌÉËÅ -Ã,ÅÁÎȭÓ -ÉÌÌȟ ÃÉÔÙ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌÓ ÉÎ 0ÏÒÔ !ÌÂÅÒÎÉȟ ÔÈÅ $Ï×ÎÔÏ×Î 

Revitalization Association in Courtenay, Mount Washington, Park 

planners in the Cowichan Valley Regional District, the Economic 

Development office in Cowichan, Sustainability planners in the 

#ÁÐÉÔÁÌ 2ÅÇÉÏÎÁÌ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÁÆÆ ÆÒÏÍ "#ȭÓ #ÌÉÍÁÔÅ !ÃÔÉÏÎ 

Secretariat among others. Students also accompanied Suzanne de la 

Barre on a similar learning experience in January in the Vancouver 

region where they learned about how a number of organizations and 

leaders are creating positive change for the City.   Photos: Bottom 

right , students at Merridale Cidery, and above, taking a break in 

Cowichan Bay.  






























