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Message from the Director
Joanne A. Schroeder, WLCE Director
The World Leisure Centre of Excellence had another productive year of activity and welcomed a large cohort of
Sustainable Leisure Management Graduate Students from around the world. Sharing knowledge about innovation and
sustainability is the central focus of the WLCE at VIU and we were pleased to welcome the Centre’s international visiting
Scholars to interact with students, faculty and community. In 2017/2018 we welcomed Dr. Chris Wynveen (USA), Dr.
Lorie Tuma (USA), Dr. Charlene Shannon-McCallum (Canada), Dr. Audrey Giles (Canada), Dr. Jaeyeon Choe (USA), Dr.
Martin Falk (Austria), Dr. Daniel Theriault (USA), and Dr. Marc-Andre Lavigne (Canada). Our Students and Faculty benefit
from the insights gained from our visiting scholars, who provide an international perspective on sustainability and
leisure.
Emphasis for the Department was placed on new initiatives, including the Pecha Kucha, Field Schools to Brazil, Ghana,
Polar research in the Yukon, Social Venture Bootcamp, Strategic Tourism planning in Gold River, Vancouver Island and
case study competitions. These initiatives furthered the Department’s education and service mandate, allowing more
people to become exposed to the themes of the Centre and to engage with faculty, community partners and students.
The WLCE World VIUPoints Guest Lecture Series welcomed all visiting scholars who covered topics of leisure education,
marine protected environments, social media, sense of community, policy makers and innovation, social change,
migrants and refugees leisure spaces, developing creative tourism, overtourism, sport for evelopment in Indigenous
communities and community based research in the Northwest Territories.
I would like to thank the Campus Career Centre VIU Work Opportunities Fund for supporting our Research Assistants
who assist the Department in many ways, and offer congratulations to the SLM Graduates, Students and Scholarship
winners for their continuing success in the future. A special thank you to Vanessa Moraes, Research and Development
Assistant who works diligently to support the many efforts of the centre. As a Department, we look forward to working
with the World Leisure Organization and new Centers of Excellence around the globe.

World Leisure Centre Of Excellence
2018 - 2019 Annual Report

Vancouver Island University

2

About the Centre
The Core Themes of the
Centre include:
Sustainability
Questioning the relationship between
leisure and sustainability, determining
the level of sustainability of the leisure
industry and inviting and monitoring
new models and approaches to
enhance sustainability.

On September 15th 2009, a partnership was created between the World
Leisure Organization and Vancouver Island University (VIU) to establish a
Centre of Excellence with a focus on innovation and sustainability in leisure
management. The WLO defines a Centre of Excellence (COE) as an
international post-graduate program with research and service elements.

The Centre Aims To:
1. Create a network of scholars from academic, government, nongovernment and community to form a community of practice that
engages in dialogue on sustainability and innovation in leisure.

Innovation

2. Engage in collaborative scholarship on sustainability and innovation in
leisure including research projects; learn abroad opportunities and
interactive media.

Rethinking the systems and structures
that have evolved across the globe,
creating a culture of innovation where
new ideas emerge and flourish, and
measuring the impact of innovation on
sustainability efforts.

About the Centre
The Centre invites engagement from
scholars, students and practitioners to
explore these themes further in
research, service or teaching.

VIU WLCE Co-Chairs:

Joanne Schroeder

Joanne.Schroeder@viu.ca

Suzanne de la Barre

Suzanne.delaBarre@viu.ca
WLCE Development Assistant

Vanessa Moraes

Vanessa.Moraes@viu.ca
WLCE Blog:
management.viu.ca/sustainableleisure-management/blog
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3. Deliver the Master’s degree in Sustainable Leisure Management at
Vancouver Island University where emerging scholars learn about the
core thematic areas of the Centre while engaging in dialogue with
partners within the network.

Invitation to International Scholars
1. Help us pursue the creation of knowledge on our research themes as a
partner on research projects or as a graduate student in the MA
Sustainable Leisure Management degree at VIU.
2. Share knowledge on the Centre themes as a visiting scholar or as a
contributor to our blog.
3. Benefit from the infusion of knowledge as a placement for a graduate
student, a case study for fieldwork or as a subscriber to our blog.
4. Leverage possibilities for research by linking to the Centre as a
research partner or international scholar.
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Our Education Initiatives
Master of Arts in Sustainable Leisure Management - Program
The Master of Arts in Sustainable Leisure Management at Vancouver Island University is entering its 6th year of the
graduate degree. In conjunction with the World Leisure Organization, this program inspires a global learning
environment as well as instruction from international scholars and VIU faculty.
The program structure is comprised of two primary components: An 8 month residency in Nanaimo for course work and
a 12-month period for fieldwork and thesis research. Coursework starts in September with an orientation for all
students and ends in April when student complete their final preparations for fieldwork and thesis research.
The MA SLM is modular in design, and has students focusing on one course for four weeks with a one-week interval
between modules. There is both in class and field trips involved in the instructional approach with a class size that
maximizes a community learning model, seminar style delivery and experiential styles of learning.

During completion of the program, students:


acquire a broad interdisciplinary knowledge of concepts, models and issues relating to the field of leisure;



analyze sustainability issues by integrating social, environmental and economic perspectives;



develop and critique policies and practices that advance sustainability goals;



apply strategies to influence change and innovation at the community, regional, national and international levels



conduct applied research on specific leisure, innovation, and sustainability topics;



develop capacity to actively engage in knowledge creation and mobilization approaches and strategies;



engage with diverse stakeholders on complex leisure and sustainability issues;



formulate a personal and professional commitment to strategic and innovative leadership practices in
sustainable leisure services.
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Course Descriptions
SLM 601 – Leisure and Sustainability: Principles and
Paradigms
This course examines the principles, paradigms and practices that
influence leisure activities and service providers and the
opportunities to adopt innovative professional policies and
operational standards. It provides learners with the opportunity
to identify, evaluate, and critique frameworks pertinent to
sustainability in the leisure services industry. Particular attention
is given to a world view of environmental, social and economic
consequences inherent in the actions taken to plan, design,
deliver and monitor leisure services at the local, national and
international level. Sustainability issues, policies and practices
applicable to nongovernmental organizations, government, and
commercial enterprises are examined.
SLM 602- Case Studies in Sustainability and Innovation
This course will provide the learners with the opportunity to
discuss critique and apply core concepts, principles, and practices
of sustainability to case studies in leisure. The focus is on critical
thinking and the analysis of the mission and practices of public
institutions, non-profits such as non-governmental organizations
and commercial enterprises and their effort to advance social,
economic and environmental policy and practices. This course
also includes one week of fieldwork in a case study region to learn
about the complexities involved in bringing about sustainability.
SLM 603 – Knowledge Creation and Mobilization I
Learners will explore the various ways in which knowledge is
created and mobilized to different stakeholders in the leisure
system. They will understand the research process from
conceptualization of a research project to mobilization (sharing
and action). Learners will discuss methodological issues by
analyzing case studies where they have been employed. Students
will begin work on their thesis by developing a research “concept
proposal” which identifies literature, gaps and potential research
questions.
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SLM 604 – Influencing Change towards Sustainability
This course provides an opportunity for learners to understand
how to influence change towards sustainability in communities
and organizations. Learners will be exposed to theories on
change, Innovation, human behavior and collaboration.
Strategies to influence change focus on community development,
leadership, collaboration and partnerships and strategic planning.
SLM 605 – Knowledge Creation and Mobilization II
This course will build upon the basis of research method
developed in SLM 603. Students will develop analytical techniques
and methods for effectively analyzing, moving and sharing
knowledge. Building on the concept produced in the previous
knowledge creation course, emphasis will also be placed on aiding
in the development of a research proposal for use in the thesis
component of the program. This course will provide a framework
for students to discuss, critique, improve and present the research
proposals they are developing with the supervisory team.
Students will participate in seminars to share progress on their
proposal including insights from literature, issues in design, and
integration of ethics.
SLM 606 – Field Experience
This course will allow learners to apply the lens of sustainability
concepts and theories from the classroom setting to a “real
world” setting. Learners will travel to, and engage in a
sustainability related project to gain the opportunity to work with
a diversity of stakeholders. The field experience will require each
student to prepare a study plan, identify evaluative criteria to
measure outcomes, and set out the strategy for dissemination
and presentation to other students completing the course.
SLM 607 – Thesis
The thesis represents the writing and oral defense of original
thesis research that demonstrates a set of the learning outcomes
noted in the proposal. Thee outcomes include analytical and
critical thinking skills, an in-depth understanding of a specific
sustainability issue, area or topic and a capacity to apply the
process of knowledge creation and mobilization.
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Visiting Scholars
The VIU World Leisure Centre of Excellence benefits greatly from the insights gained from our visiting scholar
program. Believing that it is only possible to provide an international perspective on sustainability in leisure
by exposing students to realities elsewhere, the WLCE invites applications from global scholars to visit our
campus and assist in teaching one of the grad courses. Scholars provide a public lecture (World VIU Points)
while at VIU and actively engage with faculty, students and community stakeholders.

Dr. Chris Wynveen – Baylor University, Texas, USA
Christopher J. Wynveen is an associate professor of Health, Human Performance, and Recreation at Baylor
University. Additionally, he is a member of Baylor’s Center for Reservoir and Aquatic Systems Research and
holds a graduate appointment within the Environmental Science department. Beyond 20 papers and 50
presentations, Chris has shared his expertise while serving on non-profit and governmental advisory
committees and as an associate editor for Leisure Sciences. Dr. Wynveen’s research focuses on the human
dimensions of natural resource management. Specifically, his primary interest is the meanings visitors'
ascribe to parks and protected areas. He uses place meaning to refer to the thoughts and feelings people hold
for specific settings. The concept provides the foundation for understanding other constructs important to
the human-environment relationships (e.g. sense of place and place attachment) and the sustainable management of protected areas
(e.g. relationships between various resource uses and recreation users, stakeholder involvement, and collaborative management).

Dr. Lorie Tuma – Grand Valley State University, Michigan, USA
Dr. Tuma is an assistant professor at Grand Valley State University in Grand Rapids, Michigan and an expert
in social media. Prior to this she taught at the University of Alabama and Central Michigan University. Her
career in hospitality, tourism management, and recreation includes practical experience in public, private,
and legislative enterprises. Dr. Tuma’s research focuses on the use of social media to increase sense of
community and enhance experiential learning through community engagement. Dr. Tuma studied the case
method at Harvard Business School and is a senior cadre industry trainer for the Middle East. She created a
global leisure programming curriculum and taught in Doha, Qatar for three years consecutively for QMDI
(Qatar MICE Development Institute). Dr. Tuma created the program, Beyond Hands On, an experiential
learning initiative that has successfully immersed over 300 university students in numerous industry and
community projects in the USA and France. In 2013, Dr. Tuma co-edited her first book titled, The Source: A
Guide to Academic Journals in Hospitality, Leisure, Tourism & Travel. She has published nationally and
presented internationally while receiving the Walden University Research Dissemination Award two years consecutively for her work
on social change.
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Dr. Charlene Shannon-McCallum – University of New Brunswick, Canada
Charlene Shannon-McCallum is Professor in the Faculty of Kinesiology at the University of New Brunswick
and teaches within the Recreation and Sport Studies degree program. Her research has focused on leisure
behaviour as it relates to understanding the interactions between leisure and health, leisure/sport and
youth development, and leisure and gender. Her most significant funded projects have included exploring
the experiences of youth (ages 8-12) volunteers; understanding the leisure of children who are overweight
or obese and the influence engaging parents in leisure education has on the leisure behaviour of those
children; investigating peer bullying within recreation and sport settings; and information communication
technology impacts on family leisure. She serves as an associate editor for the Journal of Park and
Recreation Administration and is an active member of the World Leisure Commission on Leisure Education. She has book chapters in
Leisure for Canadians and Leisure, Women, and Gender.

Dr. Audrey Giles – University of Ottawa
Dr. Giles is an applied cultural anthropologist who studies the intersections of gender/place/culture. To
date, she has 96 publications and has secured over $750,000 in research funding (SSHRC, Health Canada,
Transport Canada, Public Health Agency of Canada). She conducts community-based research with
residents of the Northwest Territories, Nunavut, and the Provincial North. Increasingly, she and her
graduate students are also conducting research with urban Indigenous peoples. Audrey is passionate
about ensuring that marginalized individuals have access to culturally safe leisure experiences. Her two
main areas of research are cultural adaptations of boating safety programs (funded through Transport
Canada’s Office for Boating Safety) and examining sport for development programs funded by the
extractives industry for Indigenous youth in the NWT and Australia (funded through a SSHRC Insight Grant). Her personal leisure
activities include running, walking her dog, quilting, and baking with extraordinary amounts of chocolate.

Dr. Jaeyeon Choe – Pennsylvania State University, USA
Dr. Choe holds her Ph.D. in Tourism Management (Minor: Cultural Anthropology) from The Pennsylvania
State University, USA. For her Ph.D., she explored meditation (mindfulness) as leisure and a stress and
depression coping and emotion management strategy in the United States. She studied leisure and tourism
management at California State University, Long Beach for her Master's and studied business administration
with an emphasis on marketing at Sookmyung Women’s University, Seoul Korea (BA). After teaching in the
US, China and Macau, she joined Bournemouth University in 2015 and teaches social psychology of leisure,
amongst other courses. Her primary research areas are religious/spiritual tourism and leisure, pilgrimage,
migration and well-being. She serves as a Fellow of Royal Geographical Society and an Associate Editor for
the journal e-Review of Tourism Research.

Dr. Martin Falk – Austrian Institute of Economic Research
Dr. Falk is Senior Research Fellow at the Austrian Institute of Economic Research (WIFO) since 2002. His
research interests are in the field of quantitative tourism and cultural research. Martin Falk has published
18 articles listed in the SSCI/SCI list between the period 2012-2017. Six out of the 20 articles are published
in the two highest categories of the British ABS journal ranking list. The papers with Eva Hagsten on growth
of Swedish hotel establishments and with Markku Vieru on hotel cancellations won the best paper award
(ICHRIE 2014; CBTS 2016). The total number of Scholar Google citations is about 2750. He holds a master's
degree in economics from the University of Kiel and a doctoral degree in economics from the University of
Regensburg. He regularly teaches at the University of Lapland (tourism and hospitality) and University of
Lecce (sustainable tourism).
World Leisure Centre Of Excellence
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Dr. Daniel Theriault – Benedict College, South Carolina, USA
Dr. Daniel Theriault (PhD, Texas A&M University) is the coordinator of the Recreation and Leisure Services
major at Benedict College in Columbia, South Carolina, USA. His work is focused on promoting social justice
in and through youth recreation services. Within the social justice domain, he investigates culturally
sensitive programming strategies and history as a means to both challenge oppression and enrich leisure
discourse. His research has been published in journals within the leisure studies (e.g., Leisure Sciences,
Journal of Leisure Research), youth development (e.g., Journal of Youth Development) and health
promotion (e.g., The Journal of Rural Health) fields. Theriault married the love of his life, Alexandra, in June
2017. In his free time, Theriault can be found either hiking or getting ready to hike.

Dr. Marc-Andre Lavigne – Université du Québec, Canada
Marc-André Lavigne is an Associate Professor at Université du Québec à TroisRivières’ Département d’études
en loisir, culture et tourisme. He holds a Ph.D. in public administration (ÉNAP) and specialises in local
governance and urban policy analysis. He is currently the director of the Observatoire québécois du loisir –
a research group dedicated to disseminating and popularising knowledge on leisure to the general public
and leisure professionals. One of his main areas of interest is the relationship between civil society actors,
public administration and elected officials, and their role in the formulation and implementation of policies
and programs specific to our field. In his teaching, he shows a particular interest in the strategic management
of public, non-profit and private leisure organizations and in the role of leisure professionals in our society. He received the Canadian
Parks and Recreation Association’s Award of Merit in 2016.

Interested in becoming a visiting scholar? Applications are accepted annually.
For more information, please visit:
https://management.viu.ca/sustainable-leisure-management/blog/visiting-scholars-program-call-applications
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World VIU Points
Dr. Chris Wynveen
World VIU Points welcomed Dr. Wynveen from Baylor University to speak about Pro Environmental Behaviours and
Marine Protected Environments. His lecture highlighted his marine park research and work in Australia and the
challenges for coastal communities, Governments and tourism organizations to maintain healthy aquatic
ecosystems in high traffic areas.

Think: AirBnb for real world learning. People with cognitive disabilities (Kudoers) book in-person learning
experiences with community hosts. Kudoz comes from two years of deep ethnography and service
prototyping and is now scaling inside three large disability organizations. Kudoz is a learning platform filled
with 100’s of splendid experiences that are designed to bring delight and novelty into the everyday lives of
adults living with a cognitive disability. Through a one hour experience, adults with a cognitive disability
get the opportunity to try something new. All of these experiences are hosted by passionate locals who are
looking for a way to engage and broaden their networks. Kudoz is not just bout gaining new skills, but also about learning about
yourself. It’s about growing a sense of self, confidence, and discovering new parts of you while leveraging strengths and a growing
network
Dr. Lori Tuma
World VIU Points welcomed Dr. Tuma to speak about the use of social media to increase sense of community and
enhance experiential learning. Dr. Tuma’s engaging presentation highlighted her research on social change and
introduced interesting “influencers” who are changing how people recreate and receive information. Dr. Tuma
introduced the concepts of “influencers” who through self-employment and the use of social media, are changing
the way society learns from ‘experts’ and how marketing and consumerism work in the new digital era.
Dr. Charlene Shannon McCallum
Dr. Shannon McCallum joined the WLCE and World VIU Points with a lecture on “Leisure Education’s Role in
Supporting Social Sustainability”. She indicated that leisure is the process through which an individual
develops an understanding of leisure, of self in relation to leisure, and of the relationship among leisure,
lifestyle and society and discussed how leisure can support individual changes and lifestyles. Additionally,
there is a link between leisure education and social sustainability that need to be explored in greater detail.
The presentation explored how community-based leisure education could foster the creation and/or
maintenance of aspects of social sustainability as well as support the economic and environmental pillars of sustainability.
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Dr. Audrey Giles
World VIU Points welcomed Dr. Giles to present two lectures on her research and areas of expertise. The first
lecture was titled “The Extractives Industry’s Role in Sport for Development in Indigenous Communities in the
Canadian North” and explored how sports programs have been used for domestic development in marginalized
communities in Canada and Australia. The second lecture was titled, “Community-based Injury Prevention with
Indigenous Northerners: Why Culture, Gender, and Place Matter in Reducing Boating-Related Injuries and
Fatalities” which discussed the drowning rate in Northern Canada and issues around aquatic education models,
gender and place.
Dr. Sarah Giles
Dr. Sarah Giles is a Canadian-trained family and emergency physician with a special interest in Marginalized
populations. In Canada, she works mostly in remote and rural Indigenous Communities. She has completed four
field assignments with MSF/Doctors without Borders. In her presentation, Dr. Giles discuss the results of
community-based research with three Northwestern Territories communities, which revealed the importance
of culture, gender, and place in injury prevention.
Dr. Jaeyeon Choe
World VIU Point welcomed Dr. Choe to present her lecture titled “Migrant and Refugee leisure spaces and
community well-being”, in which she explored the role of leisure spaces to provide migrants with opportunities for
developing, expressing and negotiating their personal, social and cultural preferences. Leisure opportunities and
spaces support the development of cultural capital that allows new migrants to feel safe to contemplate building a
productive life. Her research provides recommendations for key stakeholders in government and industry on how
to support migrants to better manage their well-being.
Dr. Nancy Duxbury
World VIU Points welcomed Dr.Duxbury, a Senior Researcher and Co-coordinator of the Cities, Cultures and
Architecture Research Group of the Centre for Social Studies, University of Coimbra, Portugal, to talk about the
CREATOUR project. Her research focuses on creative tourism, culture in local sustainable development, and
cultural mapping methodologies. In her presentation titled “Developing Creative Tourism in small cities and
rural areas”, Dr. Duxbury explored the CREATOUR approach, a project that involves five research centres
working with a range of cultural / creative organizations and other stakeholders located in small cities across
Portugal in the Norte, Centro, Alentejo and Algarve regions.
Dr. Martin Falk
Dr. Falk joined the WLCE and World VIU Points with a lecture titled “Measures against over-tourism: The case of
Airbnb”. As cities around the world take measures to limit/regulate Airbnb and the sharing economy, Dr. Falk
discussed the motivations for these policies and the impacts they have had.
Dr. Daniel Theriault
In his lecture titled “Lessons learned seeking social Change”, Dr. Theriault invited the audience to participate in a
very interactive presentation, in which he explored possibilities for change that emerge when we see beyond basic
assumptions about our work and those we seek to serve. Assumptions about intended audience, outcomes, and
process were discussed and his goal was to engage listeners to see new opportunities to create social change.
Dr. Marc-Andre Lavigne
World VIU Points welcomed Dr. Lavigne to present his lecture titled “We have great ideas! Why don’t policymakers
listen to us?”, in which he discussed why innovative solutions are often pushed aside and do not reach the political
agenda, leaving civil society actors or public servants empty-handed. This presentation explored how formulating
public problems, shaping alternatives to those issues, and understanding a political context might be the key to
shaping change and be better social entrepreneurs.
World Leisure Centre Of Excellence
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Experiential Learning
2018 WLCE Douglas Ribeiro da Silva International Field School - Brazil
In August 2018, a group of 24 students from the Network of
WLCE participated in the international field school in Brazil,
program offered in conjunction with the World Leisure
Congress. The students and supervisors had the opportunity
to spend four days in Perus, a community in the outskirts of
Sao Paulo, hosted by local families. The field school program
included a variety of cultural activities provided by
Quilombaque Cultural Community, a local group that is
responsible for many social transformations in the region,
through arts and culture. The students were exposed to the community’s challenges and opportunities, and the field
school launched the local tourism initiative in Perus, the Queixadas Agency. The legacy of the field school is the Case
Studies Volume produced by the students in collaboration with the local community, and published by the World Leisure
Organization.

Out in the Field
Field trips provide a unique and exciting “out of classroom” learning forum for SLM students preparing them for real
world roles. Students and visiting faculty benefit from engaging in field based learning opportunities during their
experience at VIU.
“Out in the field” with John Predyk – SLM 602

Lunch at Merridale Cidery
and Distillery

Checking out aquatic life at
Deep Bay Marine Station

World Leisure Centre Of Excellence
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Beach combing in Parksville
with Tidal Treasures

In early November, the Sustainable Leisure
Management Class headed out for three days of
intensive field trip experiences, across the Island.
The first two days were spent north of Nanaimo,
in the communities in and around Parksville,
Comox, Courtney and Mount Washington, and
included stops at; Tidal Treasures Glass Art
Project, Vancouver Island Mountain Centre,
Mount Washington Resort, the Courtney
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Downtown Business Association, Deep Bay Marine Field Station and
Milner Gardens. Additionally, the class heard from representatives
from the United Riders of Cumberland, and Mount Arrowsmith
Biosphere Region Associations. The third day was spent heading
south and included stops at the Nanaimo Loaves and Fishes Food
Bank, Merridale Cidery and Distillery and the Cowichan Valley Visitor
Centre.

Out in the field” with Jackie
Oncescu and Aggie Weighill –
SLM 604

In With Forward.

Merridale Cidery and
Distillery

Deep Bay Marine Station

In December, the SLM 604 class travelled to Vancouver with Professors Jackie
Oncescu and Aggie Weighill to explore concept around social change organizations.
The class spent a full day learning from organizations whose mission is to create
sustainable, social enterprises that support entrepreneurial spirit, human centred
design research and cooperative enterprises. The class met with Groundswell, In
With Forward and Mountain Equipment Co-Op.

2019 Ghana Research and Study Tour (GRST)
Founded by Dr. Aggie Weighill in 2011, the Ghana Research and Study Tour
(GRST) is a month long international study tour offered within the World
Leisure Centre of Excellence and the Department of Recreation & Tourism
Management at Vancouver Island University. The mission of the tour is to
assist rural and remote communities to harness tourism for sustainable
development, and to provide transformative learning experiences for
students. Focused on sustainable tourism development and community-based
research, this program has students working directly with rural and remote
communities in Ghana.

2019 GRST Team

In May 2019, nine VIU students traveled to Ghana with Dr. Weighill. The
primary activities of this program include: a) tourism product assessment
and social media content creation for the Village of Atsiekpoe, b) analysis of
visitor satisfaction data collected by the Wechiau Community Hippo
Sanctuary, c) data collection and preliminary analysis for study on
environmental education, values, and behaviours in junior high schools in
Wechiau, and d) assessment of tourism products and creation of social
media materials for the Wechiau Community Hippo Sanctuary.

Students and community members preparing to conduct
community-based research on pro-environmental behaviors
and access to environmental education.
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Internship at the World Leisure Organization
Internship opportunities are part of the Educational Services offered by World Leisure Organization and its Network of
Centers of Excellence. This year, two students from VIU WLCE traveled to Europe to work at WLO head office, located in
the beautiful city of Bilbao, Spain. The Master student Patricia Verhage spent two weeks at WLO's office in May, and
Vanessa Lugin Moraes, our Development Assistant, completed her three-week internship at WLO in June.
WLO is developing a stakeholder map to help expand global leisure networks.
This map is a work in progress and will be evolving over the years. WLO has an
existing database of organizations that they already work with, and Patricia is
researching different organizations at the United Nations that WLO should be
involved, along with other important national and/or global leisure
organizations to add to their database. WLO wants to strengthen their
connections with other international NGOs, furthering socio-economic and
environmental development of communities around the world. Patricia is also
Cristina Ortega - WLO Chief Operation Office, Patricia
Verhage, and Sandra del Campo.

involved with developing a survey for these key stakeholders, in order to
understand how to grow and strengthen these connections globally. This will

help WLO expand its visibility and the impact of its work. Vanessa assisted in a variety of activities, including meetings
with the Educational Services Committee, reviewing the Call for New Centres of Excellence and researching funding
opportunities to enable the development of activities such as Study Tours and Field Schools.
Opportunities such as these are available to WLCE VIU students who are willing to work in a multicultural environment,
developing new skills, and enhancing their professional networking for future collaborations.
To learn more about the internship opportunities offered by WLO, please visit: worldleisure.org/open-positions/

Students visit the WLCE at Breda University of Applied Sciences, in the Netherlands
In addition to their internship at the WLO office, both students Patricia
Verhage and Vanessa Moraes were given the opportunity to visit WLCE at
Breda University of Applied Sciences, in the Netherlands. The purpose of
the visit was to learn more about the work they are developing there and
thus strengthen the collaboration between VIU and Breda University.
Vanessa also had the chance to meet with the Director of the Brazilian
WLCE, Ricardo Uvinha, who was also visiting Breda University.
Yvonne Klerks (Breda University), Ricardo Uvinha
(University of Sao Paulo), Vanessa Moraes (VIU), and Celiane
Borges (Breda University).
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Community Engagement
Pechakucha Night Vol.7 – Journeys
The PechaKucha Night that took place in the Nanaimo
Museum on November 19th was a collaboration between the
World Leisure Centre of Excellence and the second-year
students of the Tourism Program. The topic of this edition
was Journeys: Mobility and Metaphor, a PK night that
explored how we move and are moved, whether through a
transformative travel tale, unexpected adventure, or a
spiritual quest.

Gold River Tourism Strategic Plan – Public Consultation
In June 2018, a group of 12 VIU research assistants and project coordinators Graham Sakaki, and Sarah Holden, VIU
WLCE Director Joanne Schroeder, and the Director of the Master of Community Planning Program Pam Shaw,
participated in a three-day Public Consultation in Gold River, to collect valuable data for the Gold River Tourism Strategic
Plan. The activities included a World Café with local and regional stakeholders, a community BBQ in the Park, and a
visitor experience survey in different tourism attractions in the region.

BBQ in the Park

World Cafe in Gold River

World Leisure Centre Of Excellence
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Global Citizens Week – Favela Tourism and the Occupation Movement
On February 6, 2019,
Carson Anderson, Dylan
Swaikoski, Kenzie
Schroeder, and Vanessa
Moraes, students of
the Recreation and
Tourism Department
presented their
experiences during the
2018 WLCE Douglas
Ribeiro da Silva International Field School that took place in Brazil.
Field school participants visiting a historical railway.
The activity, hosted by VIU WLCE, was part of VIU Global Citizens
Week 2019. The students shared their experience of immersion in Perus, a Brazilian community that is fighting against
social inequality and the lack of opportunities through the valorization of arts and culture, transforming their
neighborhood in a hub for cultural expression, community engagement, heritage conservation, and the peripheral
identity consolidation. With so much potential and local engagement, the community is establishing a tourism initiative,
promoting Perus as a destination out of the beaten path, where the visitors are exposed to very authentic experiences
and a variety of cultural and educational activities.

Pechakucha Night Vol.8 – Gifts and Exchange
Exploring the topic Gift and Exchange, the PechaKucha Night
Nanaimo Vol.8 that took place at VIU on March 29, 2019, was a true
gift for all the participants. Six speakers shared their stories with an
attentive audience in a very enjoyable venue, the VIU Trades
Discovery Centre. The event was organized by VIU WLCE and
volunteer students from the Recreation and Tourism Program.
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Scholarly, Research and Creative Engagement
Gold River Strategic Tourism Plan
Between April and October of 2018, researchers from VIU World Leisure
Centre of Excellence (WLCE), the Master of Community Planning Program
(MCPP), and the Mount Arrowsmith Biosphere Region Research Institute
(MABRRI) engaged in a strategic process to provide the Village of Gold
River (Vancouver Island) with a new framework to guide decision-making
in regards to future tourism growth and development in the community.
The project resulted in a two-year roadmap with proposed
recommendations.
The culmination of this process is the 2018 Gold River Tourism Strategic Plan (GRSTP).

2018 WLCE Douglas Ribeiro da Silva International Field School - Case Study Volume
This case study volume — available in English and Portuguese — is an initiative from the World Leisure Centers of
Excellence (WLCE): WLCE Breda University of Applied Sciences (The Netherlands), WLCE Otago University (New Zealand),
WLCE University of Sao Paulo (Brazil), WLCE Vancouver Island University (Canada) and WLCE Zhejiang University (China).
The students who participated in the 2018 WLCE International Field School in Brazil worked together with Quilombaque
Cultural Community to develop case studies that addressed issues identified collaboratively by all participants and the
local community. The volume contains six case studies:
Download the full bilingual document here: http://worldleisure.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/BI_Case-Studies.pdf

The new WLCE Visual Identity
In May 2019, VIU WLCE launched the logo that was created through a consultation process
with the faculty of the Department of Recreation and Tourism. As part of the WLCE new
branding strategy, and with the support of Dr. Garrett Stone and Dr. Farhad Moghimehfar,
the Centre has secured funds through the Amplify Grant for the development of its new
website to be launched in 2020.
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2018 Travel and Tourism Research Association Conference – Halifax, Nova Scotia
John Predyk, in collaboration with Nicole Vaugeois - Scholarship, Research and Creative Activity, Vancouver Island
University, participated in the 2018 TTRA helld in Halifax, Nova Scotia. Their peer reviewed presentation and published
abstract at the TTRA Conference explored the topic: “Enhancing visitors experiences at artisan businesses: A case study
of the economusee business model in BC”.
Dr. Farhad Moghimehfar, in collaboration with Halpenny, E. A., Walker, G. J. and Harshaw, W. H presented the study
“Predicting Pro-Environment Behaviors of Canadian Campers: Actual Behavior Measurement”.

2019 Impact Sustainability Travel & Tourism
VIU students and faculty members of the Recreation & Tourism
Department attended the 2019 Impact Sustainability Travel &
Tourism Conference, in Victoria. Joanne Schroeder, Dr. Aggie
Weighill, and Dr. Garret Stone, along with students of the Master
in Sustainable Leisure Management and the Bachelor in Tourism
Management, the WLCE Visiting Scholar Dr. Daniel Theriault, and
Recreation and Tourism Alumni, represented VIU at the
Conference. The group had the chance to connect with other
academics, industry operators, destination marketing
organizations, government officials, and Indigenous Tourism
representatives, and engage in discussions on innovative
practices and the contribution of tourism to sustainability.

Back row: Jonny Bierman (Alumnus Tourism Studies Diploma);
Dr. Aggie Weighill; Joanne Schroeder; Taisa Andrushko (BTM);
Alex Young (MASLM); Sara Fulla (MASLM); Kenzie Schroeder
(BTM); Patricia Verhage (MASLM); Zoe Battie (MASLM).
Front row: Aahaan, Mazumdar (MASLM); Dr. Garrett Stone; Erin
Normandeau (BTM); Dr. Daniel Theriault (WLCE Visiting Scholar)

The Recreation Prescription Project
The Recreation Prescription Project is a partnership
between Vancouver Island University (VIU), the City of
Nanaimo Parks and Recreation, Division of Family Practice,
and the Nanaimo Ladysmith School District to introduce
Grade 5 students to more active and healthy lifestyles. The
16-week recreation program is offered in three elementary
schools to over 100 students. The project is communitydriven, participatory, and action oriented.
By implementing research that embodies the three
hallmarks – Vision, Values, Principles – those involved aim
to produce research processes and results that are useful to
community members in addressing issues and making
societal changes.
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6th International Polar Tourism Research Network Conference and Community Tour –
Whitehorse and Dawson City, Yukon – June 2019
Dr. Suzanne de la Barre attended the 6th IPTRN Conference and community tour 'Creative Forces in the Polar Regions:
Cultures, Economies, Innovation and Change in Tourism' focused on the increasingly important place the creative and
cultural sector have for polar tourism in an international context. In addition to the research, sharing vision and mandate
of the conference and community tour brought together polar tourism researchers and diverse community audiences.
The conference program and its diverse activities were made possible with funding support from a Connection Grant
received from SSHRC, the Yukon Government, and Vancouver Island University. Community engagement and knowledge
dissemination activities continue to end December 2019.

UArtic Joint Master’s Certificate in Northern Tourism – Module delivery
Since 2015, seven partner institutional members of the UArctic's Thematic Network for Tourism, including VIU, have run
a field school and two online courses. More than 100 students have completed at least one course in this grouping and
so far, 10 students including two VIU MASLM students have received the certificate of completion. Dr. Suzanne de la
Barre is part of the instructional faculty for one or other of the courses each year. In 2019, with VIU's Dr. Patrick
Brouder, she delivered a module entitled Creative Tourism in the Arctic Polar Region for the course titled: Northern
Tourists, Northern Hosts: Performances and Experiences. This course addresses tourism in the circumpolar north, from
the perspective of the tourist and the host.

Social Venture Bootcamp
John Predyk Chaired the 2nd Annual Social Venture Bootcamp IDEA held at Vancouver Island University on May 2, 2019.
This event was targeted to those who have a business or enterprising idea that aims to both make money and generate
positive social, environmental or cultural impacts otherwise known as social enterprises. Over three days, this event
enabled participants to pitch their idea after learning how to identify their value proposition, understand the market and
determine profitability.

Case Study Competition
John Predyk coached the VIU team in the Go2 HR Case Study Competition. Winning Pitch is organized and presented by
go2 HR, BC's tourism human resource association. This post-secondary student case competition had teams develop a
new product or service that supports the development of accessible tourism opportunities in the Vancouver Island
region. The VIU team of four recreation and tourism students won the regional competition at Royal Roads University.
The four students in the case study competition were Emma Burnard, Angela Guerreiro, Flynn Saunderson, and
Samantha Vine.

Credit Card & Taxi: An investigation of parent involvement in youth sport.
Dr. Garrett Stone presented a paper at The Academy of Leisure Sciences Annual Teaching and Research Institute in
Greenville, South Carolina, with the collaboration of Barry A. Garst, Associate Professor, Department of Parks,
Recreation and Tourism Management, Clemson University, USA;Ryan J. Gaganon, Assistant Professor, Department of
Parks, Recreation and Tourism Management, Clemson University, USA.
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Completed Masters in
Sustainable Leisure Management Research
Yunjian (Jenny) Zhong
Jie Ding

Supervisor: Dr. Jacquelyn Oncescu

Thesis Title: ASSESSING OLDER ADULTS’
MOTIVATIONS AND CONSTRAINTS TO
VISITING AND PROMOTING THE SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT OF A COMMUNITY PARK IN
GUANGZHOU, CHINA

Co Supervisor: Dr. Huimei Liu

Supervisor: Dr.Tom Delamere

External Examiner: Dr. KangJae Lee

Co Supervisor: Dr. Rick Rollins

Thesis Title: UNDERSTANDING CHINESE
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS’ LEISURE
BEHAVIOUR

External Examiner: Michael Cleland

Chenhao Zhang

Sylvia Tse (Xiao Xie)

Thesis Title: ASSESSING THE UTILITY OF
RECREATION SPECIALIZATION AND SERIOUS
LEISURE AMONG MOUNTAIN BIKE: A CASE
STUDY IN CUMBERLAND

Thesis Title: ANALYSIS OF SUSTAINABILITY OF
CULTURAL TOURISM DESTINATIONS IN CHINA
FROM TOURISTS’ PERSPECTIVES: A CASE
STUDY OF WUZHEN ANCIENT TOWNS

Supervisor: Rob Ferguson

Supervisor: Dr. Aggie Weighill

Co Supervisor: Dr. Rick Rollins

Co Supervisor: Dr. Amanda Johnson

External Examiner: Dave Pinel

External Examiner: Dr. Ricky Rollins

Haina Wan

Hugh Weir

Thesis Title: BUYING GREEN? THE INTERNAL
AND EXTERNAL BARRIERS TO SUSTAINABLE
FASHION PURCHASING FOR FEMALE BEIJING
CONSUMERS

Thesis Title: FACTORS INFLUENCING
PARENTS’ DECISIONS ABOUT THEIR
CHILDREN’S SPORTS PARTICIPATION.
Supervisor: Dr. Aggie Weighill

Supervisor: Dr. Amanda Johnson
Co Supervisor: Dr. Basemah Alhobishy
External Examiner: Dr. Linda Drury

Co Supervisor: Drew Cooper
External Examiner: Les Malbon

Shangling (Sky) Yang
Thesis Title: THE ROLE OF FOOD TOURISM IN
STRENGTHENING DESTINATION BRANDING:
AN EXPLORATORY STUDY OF NANAIMO BAR
IN NANAIMO

Skye Skagfeld

Supervisor: Rob Ferguson

Co Supervisor: Dr. Nicole Vaugeois

Co Supervisor: Dr. Kevin Fields

External Examiner: Dr. Lorie Tuma

Thesis Title: EXPLORING THE ECONOMIC
SUSTAINABILITY OF ARTISTIC PRACTICE
Supervisor: John Predyk

External Examiner: Dr. Dave Twynam
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Olivia Li

Britta Peterson
Thesis Title: RE-CREATION THROUGH
RECREATION: EXPLORING CONTEMPORARY
PERSPECTIVES OF INDIGENOUS LEISURE
Supervisor: Dr. Suzanne de la Barre
Co Supervisor: Sharon Hobenshield

Thesis Title: AN EXPLORATORY STUDY OF
FACTORS AFFECTING SUSTAINABLE COSMETIC
CONSUMPTION
Supervisor: Dr. Tom Delamere
Co Supervisor: Jonelle Knowles

External Supervisor: Dr. Audrey Gilles

External Examiner: Dr. Charlene ShannonMcCallum

Jade Nguyen

Ninon Chiberches

Thesis Title: GASTRONOMIC TOURIST AND
AUTHENTIC EXPERIENCE IN HO CHI MINH CITY:
AN NETNOGRAPHIC APPROACH

Thesis Title: ENTREPRENEURSHIP PROFILES OF
GUEST RANCH OPERATORS IN THE CARIBOO
REGION, BRITISH COLUMBIA

Supervisor: Rob Ferguson

Supervisor: John Predyk

Co-Supervisor: Dr. Andrew Bradley

Co Supervisor: Dr. Nicole Vaugeois

External Supervisor: Dr. Rick Rollins

External Examiner: Dr. Sylvine Chevalier Pickel

Yasel Acosta
Lizette Olga Toapanta Vera

Supervisor: Joanne Schroeder

Thesis Title: UNDERSTANDING RESIDENT
PERCEPTIONS TOWARDS TOURISM
DEVELOPMENT - A CASE STUDY OF HOPKINS,
BELIZE USING THE TOURISM IMPACT ATTITUDE
SCALE

External Examiner: Dr.Rick Rollins

Co-Supervisor: Rob Ferguson

External Examiner: Dr. Carlos Alberto Rico

Co-Supervisor: Dr. Andrew Bradley

Thesis Title: MACHACUYACU COMMUNITYBASED TOURISM ENTERPRISE AND
INDIGENOUS ENTREPRENEURS’ MOTIVATION

External Examiner: Dr. Rick Rollins

Nobeia Zhang
Eshu Karwal
Thesis Title: WINTER TOURISM EXPERIENCES
AND CHINESE VISITORS TO THE YUKON
TERRITORY, CANADA: IMPLICATIONS FOR
SUSTAINABLE TOURISM DEVELOPMENT

Thesis Title: CONTENT ANALYSIS OF WHALE
WATCHING OPERATORS' WEBSITES

Supervisor: Dr. Suzanne de la Barre

Co-Supervisor: Dr. Martin Falk

Co Supervisor: Dr. Trine Kvidal-RØvik

External Examiner: Dr. Merv Jefferies

Co-Supervisor: John Predyk

External Examiner: Dr. Amanda Johnson
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Student Awards and Scholarships
Vancouver Island University (VIU) will award more than $800,000 in prestigious scholarships through the Canadian Queen Elizabeth II
Diamond Jubilee Scholarships (QES) program. VIU’s Canadian partners include Nanaimo Foundation ($20,000 financial contribution);
Parksville-Qualicum Foundation ($12,000 financial contribution), Commonwealth of Learning, K’omoks First Nation and the World
Leisure Centre of Excellence in Sustainable Leisure Management at VIU. Partners in Belize include the University of Belize, Belize
Institute for Local Development and the National Association of Village Councils.
With funding from the QES program, VIU will award scholarships to Canadian VIU students at the undergraduate (12) and graduate
(12) levels so they can participate in internships or academic study for periods of three to six months in Belize. Scholarships will also
be available to students from Belize (7) to complete one of VIU’s six Master’s degree programs. Both inbound and outbound students
will be selected based on the contribution of their work to strengthening the resilience of coastal communities.

Diamond Jubilee, Queen Elizabeth Scholarship
Yasel Acosta
“I am, Yasel Acosta, a 23-year-old Belizean pursuing my master’s degree in Sustainable Leisure Management at Vancouver
Island University. I was blessed and honored to receive one of the seven Queen Elizabeth Scholarships offered by Vancouver
Island University (VIU) to Belizeans. This prestigious scholarship operates under the theme: “Building Resilience in Coastal
Communities”. It was through this scholarship that I learnt about VIU and the Master of Arts in Sustainable Leisure
Management program. The scholarship was open to any of the graduate programs offered at VIU. The reason I chose the
Master of Arts in Sustainable Leisure Management program is because I found the degree to be very relevant and necessary
in my country. The Master of Arts in Sustainable Leisure Management focuses on leisure, sustainability and innovation. The
program is broad and can be applied to any aspect of leisure – tourism being one of them. I am most interested in the tourism
aspect of leisure because tourism is one of Belize’s main income earners. Tourism is a vulnerable industry; therefore, it is important for Belize to
develop a resilient and sustainable tourism industry and to consider alternative industries. I aim to use the knowledge provided by the Master of Arts
in Sustainable Leisure Management program to allow me to help my country achieve that. Having an undergraduate degree in Environmental Science,
sustainability is at the center of my heart. I enjoy relaxing by the beach, doing community outreach work especially on conservation and with children,
cooking, reading and spending time with family and friends. My aim is to combine both my passions and the lessons learnt from my master’s degree
to guide proper sustainable practices in my country. I want to work with non-governmental organizations and help in their efforts so that together
we can educate the Belizean nation and influence policy in a sustainable direction. I would also like to work with developers and the government to
ensure sustainable practices are incorporated and that Belize is indeed working towards sustainable and resilient industries.”

World Leisure Organization Scholarship
Four students from the Department of Recreation and Tourism, Carson Anderson, Dylan Swaikoski, Kenzie Schroeder
and Vanessa Moraes, were awarded a $500.00 WLO scholarship each to assist with their travel costs to attend to the
2018 WLCE Douglas Ribeiro da Silva Field School and World Leisure Congress, in Brazil.
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Faculty and Staff
Joanne Schroeder, MA
MASLM Program Chair, WLCE Director
Email: Joanne.Schroeder@viu.ca

Farhad Moghimehfar, Ph.D.
Email: Farhad.Moghimehfar@viu.ca
Garrett Stone, Ph.D.
Email: Garrett.Stone@viu.ca

Suzanne de la Barre, Ph.D.
WLCE Co-Chair
Email: Suzanne.delaBarre@viu.ca

Brook Pearce, MA
Centre for Experiential Learning
Email: Brook.Pearce@viu.ca

Rob Ferguson, MA
Acting Associate Dean, Faculty of Management
Email: Rob.Ferguson@viu.ca

Sharon Kelly, MA
Email: Sharon.Kelly@viu.ca

Tom Delamere, Ph.D.
Email: Tom.Delamere@viu.ca

Janet Mckeown, Ph.D.
Email: Janet.Mckeown@viu.ca

Amanda Johnson, Ph.D.
Email: Amanda.Johnson@viu.ca

Kelly April
MASLM Administrative Assistant
Email: Kelly.April@viu.ca

John Predyk, MBA
Email: John.Predyk@viu.ca

Vanessa Lugin Moraes, MSc.
WLCE Development and Research Assistant
Email: Vanessa.Moraes@viu.ca

Aggie Weighill, Ph.D.
Email: Aggie.Weighill@viu.ca
Patrick Brouder, Ph.D.
BC Regional Innovation Chair in Tourism and Sustainable
Rural Development
Email: Patrick.Brouder@viu.ca
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