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Message from the Director
John Predyk, WLCE Director
The World Leisure Centre of Excellence had another productive year of activity and welcomed
a large cohort of Sustainable Leisure Management Graduate Students from around the world.
Sharing knowledge about innovation and sustainability is the central focus of the WLCE at
VIU, and we were pleased to welcome the Centre’s international visiting Scholars to interact
with students, faculty and community. In 2016 / 2017, we welcomed Dr. Aurelia Kogler
(Switzerland), Dr. Chris Cooper (UK) and Dr. Melissa S. Weddell (North Carolina, USA). Our
Students and Faculty benefit from the insights gained from our visiting scholars, who provide
an international perspective on sustainability and leisure.
Emphasis for the Department was placed on new initiatives, including the Reading Circle, Community Guest Speakers
and the Paradigm Shift Film Series. These initiatives furthered the Department’s education and service mandate,
allowing more people to become exposed to the themes of the Centre and to engage with faculty, community partners
and students. The WLCE World VIUPoints Guest Lecture Series welcomed Calum Mathews from Tourism Vancouver to
speak about the value of tourism, and Dr. Elizabeth Halpenny to speak about Alberta’s World Heritage Destination and
Dr. Christine Van Winkle to present on the topic of understanding mobile device use during tourism and leisure.
I would like to thank the Campus Career Centre VIU
Work Opportunities Fund for supporting our Research
Assistants who assist the Department in many ways,
and offer congratulations to the SLM Graduates,
Students and Scholarship winners for their continuing
success in the future. As a Department, we look
forward to working with the World Leisure
Organization and new Centers of Excellence around
the globe.
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About the Centre
The Core Themes of
the Centre include:
Sustainability
Questioning the relationship
between leisure and
sustainability, determining the
level of sustainability of the
leisure industry and inviting

On September 15, 2009 a partnership was created between the World Leisure
Organization and Vancouver Island University (VIU) to establish a Centre of
Excellence with a focus on innovation and sustainability in leisure
management. The WLO defines a Centre of Excellence (COE) as an
international post-graduate program with research and service elements.

The Centre Aims To:
1. Create a network of scholars from academic, government, nongovernment and community to form a community of practice that
engages in dialogue on sustainability and innovation in leisure.

and monitoring new models
and approaches to enhance
sustainability.

Innovation
Rethinking the systems and
structures that have evolved
across the globe, creating a

culture of innovation where
new ideas emerge and flourish,
and measuring the impact of
innovation on sustainability
efforts.
The Centre invites engagement
from scholars, students and
practitioners to explore these
themes further in research,
service or teaching.

WLCE Co-Chairs:
Nicole Vaugeois
John Predyk
management.viu.ca/sustainable-leisuremanagement/blog
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2. Engage in collaborative scholarship on sustainability and innovation in
leisure including research projects; learn abroad opportunities and
interactive media.
3. Deliver the Master’s degree in Sustainable Leisure Management at
Vancouver Island University where emerging scholars learn about the
core thematic areas of the Centre while engaging in dialogue with
partners within the network.

Invitation to International Scholars
1. Help us pursue the creation of knowledge on our research themes as a
partner on research projects or as a graduate student in the MA
Sustainable Leisure Management degree at VIU.
2. Share knowledge on the Centre themes as a visiting scholar or as a
contributor to our blog.
3. Benefit from the infusion of knowledge as a placement for a graduate
student, a case study for fieldwork or as a subscriber to our blog.
4. Leverage possibilities for research by linking to the Centre as a
research partner or international scholar.
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Our Education Initiatives
Master of Arts in Sustainable Leisure Management - Program
The Master of Arts in Sustainable Leisure Management at
Vancouver Island University is entering its 6th year of the
graduate degree. In conjunction with the World Leisure
Organization, this program inspires a global learning
environment as well as instruction from international
scholars and VIU faculty.
The program structure is comprised of two primary
components: An 8 month residency in Nanaimo for course
work and a 12 month period for fieldwork and thesis
research. Coursework starts in September with an
orientation for all students and ends in April when students complete their final preparations for fieldwork and thesis
research.
The MA SLM is modular in design, and has students focusing on one course for four weeks with a one week interval
between modules. There is both in class and field trips involved in the instructional approach with a class size that
maximizes a community learning model, seminar style delivery and experiential styles of learning.

During completion of the program, students:









acquire a broad interdisciplinary knowledge of concepts, models and issues relating to the field of leisure
analyze sustainability issues by integrating social, environmental and economic perspectives
develop and critique policies and practices that advance sustainability goals
apply strategies to influence change and innovation at the community, regional, national and international levels
conduct applied research on specific leisure, innovation, and sustainability topics
develop capacity to actively engage in knowledge creation and mobilization approaches and strategies
engage with diverse stakeholders on complex leisure and sustainability issues
formulate a personal and professional commitment to strategic and innovative leadership practices in sustainable leisure
services

Visiting Scholar Lecture and Learning Opportunity for the Students and Faculty
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Course Descriptions
SLM 601 – Leisure and Sustainability: Principles and
Paradigms

SLM 605 – Knowledge Creation and Mobilization II

This course examines the principles, paradigms and practices that
influence leisure activities and service providers and the
opportunities to adopt innovative professional policies and
operational standards. It provides learners with the opportunity to
identify, evaluate, and critique frameworks pertinent to
sustainability in the leisure services industry. Particular attention
is given to a world view of environmental, social and economic
consequences inherent in the actions taken to plan, design, deliver
and monitor leisure services at the local, national and international
level. Sustainability issues, policies and practices applicable to
non-governmental organizations, government, and commercial
enterprises are examined.

This course is built upon the basis of research method
developed in SLM 603. Students develop analytical
techniques and methods for effectively analyzing, moving
and sharing knowledge. Building on the concept produced
in the previous knowledge creation course, emphasis is also
placed on aiding in the development of a research proposal
for use in the thesis component of the program. This
course provides a framework for students to discuss,
critique, improve, and present the research proposals they
are developing with the supervisory team. Students will
participate in seminars to share progress on their proposal
including insights from literature, issues in design, and
integration of ethics.

SLM 602- Case Studies in Sustainability and Innovation

SLM 606 – Field Experience

This course provides the learners with the opportunity to discuss
critique and apply core concepts, principles, and practices of
sustainability to case studies in leisure. The focus is on critical
thinking and the analysis of the mission and practices of public
institutions, non-profits such as non-governmental organizations
and commercial enterprises and their effort to advance social,
economic and environmental policy and practices. This course
also includes one week of field work in a case study region to
learn about the complexities involved in bringing about
sustainability.

SLM 603 – Knowledge Creation and Mobilization I
Learners explore the various ways in which knowledge is
created and mobilized to different stakeholders in the leisure
system. They will understand the research process from
conceptualization of a research project to mobilization (sharing
and action). Learners will discuss methodological issues by
analyzing case studies where they have been employed.
Students will begin work on their thesis by developing a
research “concept proposal” which identifies literature, gaps
and potential research questions.

This course allows learners to apply the lens of sustainability
concepts and theories from the classroom setting to a “real
world” setting. Learners will travel to, and engage in a
sustainability related project to gain the opportunity to work
with a diversity of stakeholders. The field experience requires
each student to prepare a detailed study plan, identify evaluative
criteria to measure outcomes, and set out the strategy for
dissemination and presentation to other students completing
the course.

SLM 607 – Thesis
The thesis represents the writing and oral defense of original
thesis research that demonstrates a set of the learning outcomes
noted in the proposal. The outcomes include analytical and
critical thinking skills, an in-depth understanding of a specific
sustainability issue, area or topic and a capacity to apply the
process of knowledge creation and mobilization.

SLM 604 – Influencing Change towards Sustainability
This course provides an opportunity for learners to understand
how to influence change towards sustainability in communities
and organizations. Learners are exposed to theories on change,
innovation, human behavior and collaboration. Strategies to
influence change focus on community development,
leadership, collaboration and partnerships, and strategic
planning.
World Leisure Centre Of Excellence
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Visiting Scholars 2016-2017
Aurelia Kogler
Aurelia Kogler is the founder and CEO of MONTCON Tourismus, a consultancy specializing in the
strategic support of ski resorts and alpine destinations primarily in Austria and Switzerland.
Dr. Kogler is a Professor for Tourism and Leisure Research at the University of Applied Sciences in
Chur (HTW Chur) in Switzerland. Being business-school educated her special academic and practical
research interest are strategic marketing and management topics related to Health Tourism, Luxury
Tourism, Mountain Tourism and Leisure Management. Aurelia was a member of the Board of
Directors of the World Leisure Organization and is currently a member of the Board of Directors at
the Swiss ski resort Pizolbahnen AG. She has published articles both in scientific journals and popular
magazines and has been invited as a speaker at academic and professional events around the world.

Dr. Chris Cooper
Dr. Cooper has influenced the development of the tourism field of study over almost three decades
as the Chair of the United Nations World Tourism Organization Education Council from 2005-2007
and was awarded the UN World Tourism Ulysses Prize for contributions to tourism policy and
education in 2009. Dr. Cooper is Pro Vice-Chancellor, Dean of the Faculty of Business and Professor
at Oxford Bookes University, with special responsibility for internationalization. Chris was previously
Director of the Christel DeHaan Tourism and Travel Research Centre at the University of Nottingham
Business School and before that Head of the School of Tourism at the University of Queensland,
Australia.

Dr. Melissa S. Weddell
Melissa is an associate professor at Appalachian State University in Boone, NC. She received her
undergraduate degree in Small Business Management from Ball State University and an MBA from
Southern Illinois University before earning her doctorate in Recreation Resource
Management from Clemson University. Her research focuses on sustainable management practices
and public policy development, specifically in development of tourism destinations. During her
career she has developed and administered survey research and assisted with management
planning for numerous organizations, cities, and government agencies. She values working with
federal, state, and local organizations to develop recreation and tourism destinations that provide
numerous benefits to users as well as boost economic commerce.

The WLCE at VIU benefits greatly from the insights gained from our visiting scholar program. Believing that it is only
possible to provide an international perspective on sustainability in leisure by exposing students to realities
elsewhere, the WLCE invites applications from global scholars to visit our campus and assist in teaching one of the
grad courses. Scholars provide a public lecture (World VIU Points) while at VIU and actively engage with faculty,
students and community stakeholders.
Interested in becoming a visiting scholar? Applications are accepted annually
management.viu.ca/sustainable-leisure-management/blog
World Leisure Centre Of Excellence
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Dr. Melissa S. Weddell
The World Leisure Centre of Excellence at VIU (WLCE at VIU) invited Dr. Weddell to speak on the
topic of Take that Exit: Attracting Tourists to Rural Destinations in the Appalachian Mountains.
As resource industries declined, tourism has become an alternative contributor to the struggling
rural economy of the Appalachian Mountain region, which can often be met with resistance.
Through partnership, regional destinations can overcome those challenges.

Calum Matthews
The WLCE at VIU invited Calum Matthews to speak on the topic of Value of Tourism. Calum joined
the Tourism Vancouver Island team in 2016 as the Community & Industry Service Specialist. The
tourism industry in the Vancouver Island Region is a vast and interwoven network of tourism
businesses, industry organizations, and government agencies all working together to grow and
sustain a dynamic industry.

Dr. Elizabeth Halpenny
The WLCE at VIU invited Dr. Halpenny to speak about Tourism and
Sustainability at Alberta’s World Heritage Destinations. Dr. Halpenny also
spoke about the importance of brand awareness, heritage appreciation
and regional tourism promotion choices.

Aurelia Kogler
The WLCE at VIU invited Aurelia Kogler, Founder and CEO of MONTCON Tourism to speak on the topic of
Back to Integrity: The Revival of Traditional Values. Long gone are the days of unsustainable “bigger,
better, faster, more” ideas in tourism and leisure product development. In the last few years, the
pendulum seems to swing back as people are increasingly looking for more authentic experiences. In
Switzerland and Austria, people are embracing the new “down-to-earth” approach of “smaller, slower,
less”.

Dr. Christine Van Winkle
The WLCE at VIU invited Dr. Van Winkle to present on the topic of
understanding mobile device use during leisure and tourism. The
title of her lecture was: Considerations When Incorporating Mobile
Digital Experiences When Designing Visitor Experience.
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Community Engagement
Innovative Leisure Practices:
Volume 3
The World Leisure Centre of Excellence at VIU will release Volume 3 of the Innovative Leisure Practices Case
Studies, early in the First Quarter of 2018. Volume 2 includes five case studies ranging from cases on workplace
wellness, to downtown revitalization and food markets in Spain. These cases are valuable for those teaching
leisure courses or for practitioners to learn from what is happening in other contexts.

Reading Circle
The WLCE at VIU is always looking for innovative ways to share knowledge about leisure and sustainability.
Our successful Reading Circle initiative brings together a group of people who explore a topic in detail through
the medium of books. This year, the Reading Circle chose the book, “Resilience: Why Things Bounce Back”.
Resilience is about the causes of why one system breaks down, but another is able to rebound and asks
whether we are merely subject to the whim of forces beyond our control? Or, is it possible for humans to
build better shock absorbers, for our communities, our economies, ourselves and for the planet as a whole, in
the face of constant disruption?

Paradigm Shift Film Series
The WLCE at VIU hosted two paradigm shifting film screenings this year!
The film, “Just Eat It: A food waste story”, examines how societies
are throwing nearly 50% of all food away and a young couple who
decide to eat only waste food for six months in an effort to
understand the magnitude of how much food is wasted. Pete
Sinclair, Executive Director at Loaves and Fishes Community Food
Bank joined the evening to discuss the issue of waste food and what can be
done about it.
Water Film Night was an evening of short films, presentations and discussion
around water and sustainability, presented by the WLCE and Sustainability
Departments.
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In the Field

MASLM Students at the MABRRI BioBlitz

Ghana Field Studies
Dr. Aggie Weighill took one MASLM student (Britta Peterson) and one BTM student (Diana Carson) to
Ghana on a study tour that explored cross-cultural learning and community based research. While there,
they met with MASLM Alumni Vincent Kusi Kyei who is now a lecturer at Kwame Nkrumah University of
Science and Technology. They met with him and other faculty members to discuss future research and
student engagement partnerships.

Improving Skills Training for Employment Program (ISTEP) Partnership
with National College of Tourism in Tanzania
In February, a team representing VIU’s Hospitality program (Peter Briscoe & Jonelle
Knowles), Recreation and Tourism program (Aggie Weighill), and International Education
(Darrell Harvey) travelled to Dar es Salaam Tanzania to develop a partnership agreement
between VIU and the National College of Tourism (NCT), and an action plan for the
development of new competency based curriculum. Funded by Colleges and Institutes
Canada, this three year, $450,000 project is the development of bachelor’s level curriculum
in Travel and Tourism Management and Hospitality Management, as well as diploma level
curriculum in Event Management.
A key element of this program is the delivery of professional develop opportunities for NCT faculty and staff. This past July, Dr.
Aggie Weighill returned to Tanzania and facilitated a 10-day workshop on research design and methods that was attended by
approximately 30 participants from NCT’s three campuses. In August, a team from NCT travelled to Nanaimo where they
participated in workshops with VIU’s Centre for Excellence in Learning, met with industry stakeholders, and continued the work on
the overall project goals.

SLM Students: Out in the Field
Field trips provide a unique and exciting “out of classroom” learning forum
for SLM students preparing them for real world roles. Students and
visiting faculty benefit from engaging in field based learning opportunities
during their experience at VIU. In 2016, students traveled across
Vancouver Island, learning about social change initiatives, innovative
tourism products and successful, local entrepreneurs.
Allison Yang, Skye Starling, Piyush Arora,Claudia Travassos, Jeff Craig Alcala, John Predyk,
Yuzhang Zhai, NINGYUDU, Britta Peterson, Kamal Uddin Haider Khan, Linda
Chen, Kanwalpreet Singh,Liuying Deng, Nobeia Zhanh, Vinay Mane,Kasamnaing Claire, Shariq
Khan, Avanthika Corera,Qianyun Lin and Sameer Gupta at Mount Washington Alpine Resort.
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Our Research Initiatives
Innovations in Community Based Research and Management for Sustainable Indigenous
Tourism
VIU hosted the Sustainable Indigenous Tourism Conference from April 10-13th, 2017. This
innovative project was led by Sonya Graci of Ryerson and funded by the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council of Canada’s (SSHRC) Canada 150 Connections Grant. Co-applicants
included Nicole Vaugeois (VIU), Pat Maher (Cape Breton University), Anne Hardy (University of
Tasmania) and collaborators Rob Ferguson (VIU) and Kelly Whitney-Squire (UNBC).
This symposium promoted discussion and action in innovations in community based research and
management for sustainable Indigenous tourism development in Canada. This interactive
symposium engaged the Indigenous community, academics and tourism industry to share
knowledge and support community empowerment, cultural expression and economic prosperity
amongst Indigenous communities in Canada and internationally.
The conference had approximately 80 delegates attend in person and another 75 attend via the live
webinar format. The presentations are all hosted online at the project site
sustainableindigenoustourism.com. The project site will be managed by the World Indigenous
Tourism Alliance (WINTA) and will include a think tank report on the symposium, a declaration on
sustainable indigenous tourism and it will continue to incorporate case studies on promising
practices from around the world. Big thank you to VIU students Sara Fulla and Britta Peterson who
worked on this project as research assistants.

SLM Students present at the Canadian Congress on Leisure Research
Three SLM students were selected to speak about their research in front of academics from around the world
at the Canadian Congress on Leisure Research conference May 23-26 in Kitchener, Ontario. Lan Le Tran
presented her research, which shows a high percentage of millennials in Nanaimo have strong desires to
connect with nature; Angie Granja presented her research, which looked at the shea butter industry in Ghana,
and Julia Froese spoke about the importance of LGBTQ safe leisure spaces.
The Canadian Congress on Leisure Research conference was a threeday event hosted by the Canadian Association for Leisure Studies.
Held once every three years, the conference brings together
recreation and leisure researchers, academics and industry-related
professionals from all over the globe.

Angie Granja

World Leisure Centre Of Excellence
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Lan Le Tran
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Scholarly, Research & Creative Engagement
Our Faculty prides itself on its vibrant mix of backgrounds and areas of specialization. As well as a strong
research focus, a high percentage of our faculty have extensive consulting and/or industry experience,
including working at the international level.
Tom Delamere, Ph.D.
Tom delivered a paper at the Fifteenth Canadian Congress on Leisure Research,
May 23-26, 2017 in Kitchener Ontario. His paper was titled “My favourite thing? A case
study of the Nanaimo Musicians Association Big Band”

Jackie Oncescu, Ph.D.
Presented at the Alberta Parks and Recreation Conference in Jasper AB in October 2016.
Jackie’s presentation was on community based leisure education delivery systems for inclusion and access.

Aggie Weighill, Ph.D.
While attending the ATLAS Africa PhD workshop in Eldoret, Kenya,
Aggie delivered a “How to Present Research Findings” workshop and
has also joined the ATLAS Africa Board.
The theme of the 10th ATLAS Africa conference at Moi University, Kenya
focused on Africa’s Tourism and Travel Competitiveness:
Opportunities and Challenges. The theme was selected on the premise
that despite exponential growth of tourism in terms of earnings and
visitor numbers, Africa still trails other continents in terms of tourist
arrivals in the year 2015. Key challenge identified include, among
others, the continent’s competitiveness. A destination’s
competitiveness is a complex and multifaceted concept encompassing
economic, social, political, natural and cultural aspects.
The International Conference brought together researchers,
academicians, policy makers, destination management expert,
practitioners, and representatives from destination marketing
organizations, governmental and non-governmental organizations on an
international platform to discuss various opportunities and challenges
with respect to Africa’s tourism and travel competitiveness in relation to
other world tourism regions.
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Completed Masters
Sustainable Leisure Management Research
Sreya Kumar
Thesis Title: THE ROLE OF AMENITIES IN
ATTRACTING ENTREPRENEURS TO REMOTE CO
MMUNITIES: A CASE STUDY OF TOFINO, BC
CANADA
Supervisor: Dr. Nicole Vaugeois
Co Supervisor: Michael McLauglin
External Examiner: Kelly Whitney-Squire

Ying Ma
Thesis Title: SQUARE DANCE CONSTRAINTS AND
MOTIVATIONS FOR THE ELDERLY IN
CHONGQING, CHINA
Supervisor: Dr. Nicole Vaugeois
Co Supervisor: Ning Ma
External Examiner: Xiaomei Li

Prem Singh
Thesis Title: AN ANALYSIS OF INTRINSIC AND
EXTRINSIC MOTIVATIONS OF SOCIAL
ENTREPRENEURS

Amal Alharbi

Supervisor: Dr. Amanda Johnson
Co Supervisor: Fiona Robinson
External Examiner: Dr. Robert Mittelman

Supervisor: Dr. Rob Ferguson
Co Supervisor: Dr. Rick Rollins
External Examiner: Chantal Laws

Lindsay Yu

Seif Borgi
Thesis Title: THE MARKETING AND

Thesis Title: WILDLIFE TOURISM
DEVELOPMENT IN CHINA: A CASE STUDY OF
SHEADAOENSIS WILDLIFE RESERVE

MANAGEMENT OF TUNISIA’S PAST: VISITOR
EXPERIENCE AND NARRATIVES IN HISTORIC
SITES AND HERITAGE TOURISM

Supervisor: Dave Twynam
Co Supervisor: Dr. Rick Rollins

Supervisor: Dr. Aggie Weighill
Co Supervisor: Youssef Cherif
External Examiner: Leila Ben-Gacem

Steve (Qingcheng) Cao
Thesis Title: AN EXAMINATION OF VOLUNTEER
INVOLVEMENT WITHIN THE NANAIMO
DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL FROM THE
PERSPECTIVE OF SOCIAL ECONOMY
Supervisor: Dave Twynam
Co Supervisor: Dr. Aggie Weighill
External Examiner: Dr. Margaret Johnson

Thesis Title: THE ROLE OF FESTIVALS IN
CONTRIBUTING TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF
SOCIAL CAPITAL: A CASE STUDY OF DUBAI

Michelle Harnett
Thesis Title: EXAMINING NATURE
CONNECTEDNESS, WELLBEING AND
MOTIVATION FOR SUSTAINABLE BEHAVIOUR
IN THE CONTEXT OF CITIZEN SCIENCE
Supervisor: Dr. Nicole Vaugeois
Co Supervisor: Betty Weiler
External Examiner: Wendy Simms

Victoria Huang

Michele Greene
Thesis Title: EXPLORING BLACK BEAR
ATTRACTANT MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES IN
VANCOUVER ISLAND CAMPGROUNDS
Supervisor: Dr. Jackie Oncescu
Co Supervisor: Arlene Armstrong
External Supervisor: Dr. Rick Rollins

Thesis Title: COMPARING CONSUMER
CHOICE FACTORS BETWEEN GREEN HOTELS
AND CONVENTIONAL HOTELS USING BIG
DATA
Supervisor: Dr. Pete Parker
Co Supervisor: Peter Briscoe
External Examiner: Dr. Johan Latulippe

Angelica Granja

Lan Le Diem Tran

Thesis Title: THE SHEA LIVELIHOOD IN
WECHIAU, GHANA: ASSESSMENT OF ITS
SUSTAINABILITY FROM A GENDER
PERSPECTIVE

Thesis Title: “THAT LOOKS AWESOME! HOW
DO WE GET THERE?” EXPLORING LEISURE
MOBILITY OF MILLENNIALS IN THE CITY OF
NANAIMO

Supervisor: Dr. Aggie Weighhill
Committee: Dr. Joy Sammy & Amy Panikowski
External Supervisor: Dr. Wanzirai Muruvi

Shrideep Tamhankar

Julia Froese
Thesis Title: LGBTQ YOUTH & SAFE LEISURE
SPACES
Co-Advisor: Dr. Jackie Oncescu
Co-Advisor: Dr. Charlene Shannon-McCallum External
Examiner: Dr. Fenton
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Student Awards and Scholarship
Vancouver Island University (VIU) will award more than $800,000 in prestigious scholarships through the Canadian Queen Elizabeth II
Diamond Jubilee Scholarships (QES) program. VIU’s Canadian partners include Nanaimo Foundation ($20,000 financial contribution);
Parksville-Qualicum Foundation ($12,000 financial contribution), Commonwealth of Learning, K’omoks First Nation and the World
Leisure Centre of Excellence in Sustainable Leisure Management at VIU. Partners in Belize include the University of Belize, Belize
Institute for Local Development and the National Association of Village Councils.
With funding from the QES program, VIU will award scholarships to Canadian VIU students at the undergraduate (12) and graduate
(12) levels so they can participate in internships or academic study for periods of three to six months in Belize. Scholarships will also
be available to students from Belize (7) to complete one of VIU’s six Master’s degree programs. Both inbound and outbound students
will be selected based on the contribution of their work to strengthening the resilience of coastal communities.

Diamond Jubilee Scholarship
Skye Skagfeld
“I am a student in the Master’s in Sustainable Leisure Management program, and the recipient of the Queen
Elizabeth Scholarship – Building Resilience in Coastal Communities. My subject of focus are those artists who sell
their artwork at arts markets. I am wondering if artists can make a living by selling their artwork at arts markets
and if tourism has any effect on their livelihood. The picture attached is me outside Eumundi Markets, which is a
very popular Australian artisan and arts market which takes place twice a week. Eumundi is located
approximately 20km from a popular coastal tourist destination, Noosa Beach”

SSHRC BOMBARDIER
Danielle Chard
“My research aims to identify the roles of mothers as facilitators, and the supporting and constraining
factors experienced in facilitating children’s leisure, specifically for mothers that are marginalized by
economic inequality. Through understanding the facilitator roles that mothers living in poverty embrace, it
will highlight how the leisure delivery systems and settings challenge and support their participation. This
will enable leisure providers to reconsider their delivery methods in order to create the safe and inclusive
environment that is needed for families that are marginalized by economic inequality”

SSHRC BOMBARDIER
Britta Petersen
“My research is about Re-creation through Recreation: Exploring Contemporary Perspectives of
Indigenous Leisure. This study employs Indigenous methodologies and a qualitative approach to
explore the Hul’qumi’num Snuw’uy’ulh (teachings of the Elders) to investigate the role leisure plays in
the development of cultural identity. Semi-structured interviews with Hul’qumi’num Elders, Cultural
leaders and knowledge holders will be used to solicit stories that will be analyzed in relation to
theories of cultural identity at the intersection of leisure. Using a case study of the Hul’qumi’num, this
research will support our understanding of how leisure activities contribute to the development of
cultural identity for Canada’s Indigenous communities, and will enhance theoretical conceptualizations
of leisure as a variable in the production of Indigenous identity”.
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Faculty and Staff
Department of Recreation and Tourism Management
Suzanne de la Barre, Ph.D.
Email: Suzanne.delaBarre@viu.ca

John Predyk, MBA
Email: John.Predyk@viu.ca

Tom Delamere, Ph.D.
Email: Tom.Delamere@viu.ca

Rick Rollins, Ph.D. (Emeritus Professor)
Email: Rick.Rollins@viu.ca

Rob Ferguson, MA
Email: Rob.Ferguson@viu.ca

Dave Robinson, Ph.D.
Email: Dave.Robinson@viu.ca

Shelley Anne-Gajda Davies, Administrative Assistant
Email: Shelley-Anne.Gajda@viu.ca

Joanne Schroeder, MA
Co-Director, WLCE at VIU
Email: Joanne.Schroeder@viu.ca

Ken Hammer, Ph.D. (Adjunct Professor)
Email: Ken.Hammer@viu.ca
Amanda Johnson, Ph.D.
Email: Amanda.Johnson@viu.ca

Dave Twynam, Ph.D.
Dean, Faculty of Management
Email: Dave.twynam@viu.ca
Nicole Vaugeois, Ph.D.
Co-Director, WLCE at VIU
Email: Nicole.Vaugeois@viu.ca

Sharon Kelly, MA
Email: Sharon.Kelly@viu.ca
Jacquelyn Oncescu, Ph.D.
Email: Jackie.Oncescu@viu.ca

Aggie Weighill, Ph.D.
Department Chair & Graduate Coordinator
Email: Aggie.weighill@viu.ca

Pete Parker, Ph.D.
Email : Pete.Parker@viu.ca

Research Assistants
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